
Master in 
Public
Health

 Exposure & Health

Who can apply?

A university graduate who has been 
awarded a Bachelor degree of at least 

four years duration, e.g. Bachelor of 
Health Sciences with Honours, Bachelor 
of Science with Honours or Bachelor of 

Technology. Furthermore, practical 
experience is required in a relevant 

field, e.g. Environmental Health, 
Occupational Health and/or Safety, 
Occupational Hygiene, Chemistry, 

Toxicology, etc.

For online applications, go to: 
www.wits.ac.za/applications

Applications open 1 March 2021 and 
close 31 July 2021 for  the 2022 intake



The Wits School of Public Health MPH programme is designed to prepare graduates to 
be leaders in the field of public health and to provide them with the skills and knowledge 
to identify and address local, regional, and (inter)national public health issues. The 
Programme reflects the values of the School of Public Health, i.e. to promote equity and 
human rights and to meaningfully respond to the needs on the African continent. The 
MPH is multidisciplinary with staff from a number of disciplines involved in the teaching 
and research components.

Exposure and Health (E & H) is a new field of study in the MPH, and focuses on 
the relationship between occupational and environmental exposures, and the 
potential impact(s) on the health of workforces and communities.  Individuals are 
exposed to contaminants resulting from anthropogenic activities during their entire life 
times, and in various environments. Prevention of potential health impacts cannot be 
considered in isolation but requires an integrated approach. Such a multi-
disciplinary approach focuses on the mitigation of human health risk, either by 
control of exposure or by reducing the vulnerability or enhancing the resilience of the 
workforce and community.

The MPH in the field of E & H (MPH E & H) seeks to integrate exposure science and 
public health (i.e. occupational/residential exposure, exposure-related diseases, 
health care systems, socio-economic status, etc.). Graduates of the Programme will 
be equipped with knowledge and skills relating to the holistic relationship between 
exposure and health. The expected output level and competency is Leadership and 
Management in Public (Environmental and Occupational) Health 
(programmes, organisations, departments, health services, etc.). 

There are three parts to the MPH E & H 
programme:

a) Part 1 (coursework) comprises six one-
week long courses in the area of 
specialisation: Together with MPH 
students in other fields of study, the 
following courses are mandatory: 
Health and Society, Health 
Measurement I and II, Approaches to 
Population Health, Designing Effective 
Public Health Programmes, and 
Introduction to Occupational & 
Environmental Health.  These modules 
are offered in Year 1 of the 
programme.

b) Part 2 (coursework) comprises six one-
week long MPH core courses. 
Exposure-induced health outcomes, 
Exposure Science I (Principles), 
Fundamentals of Risk Assessment, 
Exposure Control I (Fundamentals), 
Risk Management (Systems and 
Programmes) and Research Methods. 
These modules are offered in Year 2 of 
the Programme.

c) Part 3 is a research project in the field 
of Exposure and Health, and is 
conducted across Years 2 and 3 of 
the programme. 

The coursework and research 
component each contribute 50% to 
the overall programme.




